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WATER CLEANUP
ENFORCEMENT

M ore than 300 industries and 100
cities and towns face enforce-
ment action by EPA for failing to comply
with Federal water pollution control
standards by the July 1, 1977 deadline.
This action is part of an enforcement
policy designed to force polluting indus-
tries and municipalities to comply with
EPA's long term abatement schedules.

Thomas C. Jorling, EPA’s Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Water and Hazardous Ma-
terials, said enforcement is necessary not
only to attain EPA’s clean water goals but
also to be fair to those industries and
cities which have already spent large sums
of money in meeting Federal water pollu-
tion standards.

He added that EPA will be pressing for
more prosecutions and higher penalties
than ever before. Jorling said EPA plans
to seek 400 lawsuits in the next few
months—more than double the number
of prosecutions for all of 1976.

Last year EPA filed actions against 150
industries and 20 municipalities accused
of failing to meet preliminary deadlines in
water cleanup schedules. Recent settle-
ments in these cases include a $4 million
fine against U.S. Steel Corporation at
Gary, Ind., and a $1,250,000 penalty
against National Lead Industries in St.
Louis, Mo.

The 1972 Water Pollution Control Act
set July 1, 1977, as the deadline for the
first phase of water pollution abatement.
The Act required cities and towns to
construct secondary sewage treatment
plants and industries to apply the ‘‘best
practicable” treatment technology to the
wastes they produce.

‘‘Substantial progress has been made,”’
Jorling pointed out. Approximately 85
percent of the major industrial dischargers
complied with the first stage of the water
pollution abatement program on time.
Over 30 percent of America’s cities and
towns are on schedule. )

In his environmental message to Con-
gress on May 23, 1977, President Carter
directed EPA officials to take vigorous
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action in the administration of existing
environmental programs. In the spirit of
that directive, EPA is demanding civil
penalties that would make it unprofitable
for delinquent industries and municipali-
ties to continue to pollute. Criminal sanc-
tions will be sought in cases where the
neglect has been gross or willful, Jorling
warned.

The 1972 Act requires industries to
install the best practicable clean-up equip-
ment necessary to achieve an 85 percent
reduction of solids and organic matter in
their discharges. Only 600 of the 4,000
major industrial dischargers failed to meet
the July 1 deadline. ““This is a spectacular
achievement and one in which the Na-
tion’s private industry can justifiably take
pride,” Jorling said.

‘“‘Although substantial progress has
been made in cleaning up our waters it
would clearly be unfair for us to overlook
those industries and municipalities that,
through their own action or inaction, have
held us back from attaining our clean
water goals. We must not reward the
recalcitrant by failing to take firm and
prompt action against noncompliers,’" he
said.

n the industrial area EPA has fol-

lowed through on its promise to
move swiftly against the big polluters
whose discharges pose the greatest threat
to water quality. Selection of industrial
targets for prosecution is based on three
factors: potential harm to human health,
extent of cooperation and good faith ef-
forts at compliance, and length of time
required to obtain compliance. Special
consideration is given to industries that
received permission to discharge wastes
into municipal treatment systems that
have not yet been completed.

“The overall goal of this enforcement
effort is to promote the greatest degree of
cleanup possible with available
resources,” Jorling said. Consequently
penalties for noncompliance are being set
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so as to neutralize any economic advan-
tage which an industry or municipality
may derive from noncompliance. The
maximum civil penalty is $10,000 per day
of noncompliance. Jorling stated that EPA
will support its enforcement policy by
seeking criminal sanctions in cases where
the discharger is willfully ignoring Federal
regulations.

New York, California, and Pennsylva-
nia, with more than 40 industrial violators
each, currently head the list of States
behind in their water pollution abatement
schedules, Michigan, Ohio, and New Jer-
sey each have from 25 to 40 industries
subject to civil fines or criminal prosecu-
tions. Only Wyoming, North Dakota, and
Maine have no industrial violators.

According to recent EPA reports, blast
furnaces are the major water polluting
industry with 46 percent of the facilities
in violation of Federal standards. They
are followed by pulp mills and electric
power plants with 34 percent noncompli-
ance each.

In the cities progress has been slower.
About half of the 4,300 municipal sewage
treatment plants serving populations of
10,000 or more failed to meet the July 1,
deadline. The 1972 Water Pollution Con-
trol Act requires cities and towns to build
secondary sewage treatment plants as
well as more advanced facilities where
necessary to protect water quality.

Congress has allocated more than $18
billion to cities and towns to build these
plants and the President has asked the
Congress for an additional $45 billion over
the next ten years. The construction
granis program is now the largest public
works project ever undertaken by the
Federal government.

Despite this Federal support, the con-
struction of municipal treatment plants
has been subject to delays. ‘“Our experi-
ence,”” Jorling said, ‘*has disclosed a com-
plexity of problems in operating the multi-
billion dollar Federal grant program.
Such problems include the magnitude of
investment needed from municipalities, .
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NEW DIRECTIONS
FOR WATER PROGRAM

An interview with Thomas C.
Jorling, EPA’s Assistant
Administrator for Water and
Hazardous Materials

Q: Have we been making progress in

cleaning up America's rivers and lakes?

A: 1 think the fair answer is ves. The water is getting
cleaner. But we must qualify that by being somewhat precise
in our analysis.

It is clear that our control over the traditional sanitary
pollutants, such as suspended solids, coliform organisms
and oxygen-consuming materials has been effective and
successful.

Where we need now to focus our attention is on the
problems that result from the fact that we live in an industrial-
chemical era. We have to learn how to deal with the chemical
constituents now finding their way into the waste stream. In
addition, we must learn to deal more effectively with non-
point pollution sources such as erosion and agricultural
wastes,

So we have a lot of work left to do.

Q: Has EPA’s construction grants pro-

gram been successful? Do you have

enough people to run it property?

A: The construction grants program has been run remarka-
bly well. However, it is understaffed.

For example, the highway program, which is running at a
level somewhat less than the $4.5 billion per year now
committed to our construction grants program, has a staff of
4,500 at the Federal level and these 4,500 people have to deal
primarily with the State governments.

In contrast, the EPA construction grants program is man-
aged by a staff of 900. We have to deal with applications
from approximately 10,000 cities and other local jurisdictions.

Our problems are much more complex. We have to deal
with the basic mechanics, structure, and function of human
habitations.

While we have been doing a good job I do not want to
suggest that the work we have been doing is totally adequate.
We have to stress more consideration of alternatives espe-
cially land treatment. We have to focus more on pretreat-
ment, on user charges, and industrial cost recovery. All
these are the important elements that are going to make
what we build successful into the future,

Q: What specific steps do you plan to

take to deal with the problem of toxics in

our waterways?

A: Under the present law, we are required to establish
effluent limitations set at a level of best available control
technology.

We have embarked on a rather large campaign to establish
those effluent limitations for 65 toxic pollutants. That is the
first and base level of effort.

At the same time, we know that we occasionally run
across new pollutants that are toxic, and we need authority
to regulate pollutant by pollutant. Therefore, we do need the
authority that is represented in Section 307(a) of the Water
Pollution Control Act. We will be seeking some amendments
to improve the efficacy of that authority.

In addition, we have to move aggressively under Section
311 (Oil and Hazardous Substance Liability) to control the
discharge of hazardous pollutants, and we hope to promul-
gate regulations-in the near future.

Q: Do you think the area-wide planning

called for by Section 208 will work effec-

tively to curb non-point pollution such as

land erosion?

A: We believe that the 208 vehicle for the control of non-
point sources is the most effective one that anyone has yet
developed.

Erosion and other non-point problems are beyond the
scope of a direct Federal regulatory program such as these
we have for control of industrial and municipal point sources.






THE SEABROOK CASK

“The Seabrook plant has become a major symbol in the debate over
nuclear power. The sit-in last month clearly demonstrated the depth of
feeling of many people about this issue. However, the decision before me

in reviewing this appeal was an extremely narrow one.”
—EPA Administrator Douglas M. Costle

n Friday, June 17, at 10:15 am

Douglas M. Costle stood before a
packed news conference in Washington,
D.C. to make an announcement: ‘‘Today,
1 am approving the proposed thermal
discharge system for the nuclear power
plant planned in Seabrook, New Hamp-
shire.”

The decision—upon which construction
of the $2 billion, 2,300 megawatt plant
depended—was clearly the most difficuit
of Costle's new stewardship at EPA. It
involved countless technical questions
about the environmental effects of dis-
charging billions of gallons of heated water
into the Atlantic Ocean. It involved the
review of reams of documents which com-
prised the official record on Seabrook. It
involved the solicitation and review of
additional infor mation.

And its outcome would affect the most
bitterly contested battle to date between
proponents and opponents of nuclear en-
ergy.

Costle stressed that technically and le-
gally, the scope of his decision was limited
to two narrow factors:

‘‘Was the formal record adequate to
determine whether (a) the proposed
thermal discharge will assure the protec-
tion and propagation of a balanced, indig-
enous population of fish, shellfish, and
wildlife in and on the receiving waters,
and (b) will the proposed intake structures
reflect the best technology available for
minimizing adverse environmental im-
pacts.”

A special group of Agency experts had
been assembled by Costle to aid in the
review of the record and the analysis of
its contents. *‘I concur with their find-
ings,” the Administrator stated, ‘‘that the
record, although not of high quality, is
sufficient to decide that the proposed
cooling system does meet the test set
forth in the law.
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I have said that the record was not of
high quality. This judgment led me to
consider another option: remanding the
proceeding to the Regional Administrator
to continue the hearing and improve the
quality of the record.

1 rejected this option when 1 conclud-
ed that—six months and millions of dol-
lars from now—the final decision would
be the same. In short, while the record
could be better, it is adequate to reach a
decision.

‘‘Having said what my decision is, let
me emphasize what it is not. It is not a
seal of environmental approval on the
Seabrook plant. . . . The decision is not a
finding that construction of the plant is or
is not desirable on other social, economic,
or energy supply grounds.

**Finally, let me state that I am sensitive
to the concerns of the various parties in
this case. I understand the desire of the
utilities to receive a clear red or green
signal from the Government, rather than
a flashing yellow. . . . But I also sympa-
thize withthe opponents ofthe proposal. . .

“*QOur society must decide what level of
energy supply is necessary and accepta-
ble, how that supply should be generated,
at what level of expense and risk, and
where power plants should be located.

“This appeal proceeding, highly tech-
nical and narrow, did not represent a
forum for resolving those issues.’’

eabrook is a small community in the

southeastern corner of the State. If
built, the new plant, which involves the
construction of two nuclear reactors, will
be operated by the Public Service Com-
pany of New Hampshire. It is intended to
provide electricity in New Hampshire and
Massachusetts beginning in the early
1980's. The company filed its application
for construction with the Atomic Energy
Commission (now the Nuclear Regulatory
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Commission) in July of 1973.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
has expressly made EPA’s approval of
the cooling system a condition of final
approval. Nuclear power plants produce
steam to drive turbines, and constant cool-
ing of the heavy machinery is required.
The cooling system at Seabrook, when
operating at full capacity, will draw 1.2

billion gallons daily of seawater through

an intake tunnel in the ocean floor. This
is the equivalent of about four times the
daily water supply for Metropolitan Bos-
ton. The water is returned to the sea by
another tunnel. Upon return, however, it
is 39° F warmer than the normal ocean
temperatures, whichrangefrom40°to60° F

In addition, once or twice a month the
cooling system will be cleaned out by
reversing the flow and drawing water in
through the pipe normally used for dis-
charge. This process, called back-flushing,
discharges water at 120° E

In his 48-page formal decision on Sea-
brook, Administrator Costle ruled that the
plant must limit backflushing during ad-
verse meteorological and hydrological
conditions, such as prolonged onshore
winds, to further assure protection of
ocean life.

Costie also affirmed a previous finding
that the plant’s intake tunnel be sited
7,000 feet offshore to minimize potential
environmental effects. The company’s
original proposal was.for a tunnel only
3,000 feet into the ocean.

EPA originally became involved in the
regulatory process affecting Seabrook in
late 1975 when John McGlennon, then
EPA Region | Administrator, gave prelim-
inary approval to plans for a cooling
system. In June of the following year, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission issued a
permit, and actual construction began the
next month.

However, environmental and other
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LABORATORY
DEDICATED AT NARRAGANSETT

By Van Trumbull

PA's new $4 million Environmental Re-

search lLaboratory was dedicated re-
cently at Narragansett, R.L,with short talks
by two U.S. Senators, a week-long open house
for 3,500 visitors, a scientific symposium,
music ranging from classical string trios to
rock-and-roll, several picnics, and a sailing
regatta.

Sitting on a grassy bank overlooking Nar-
ragansett Bay, which sparkled in the morning
sun, more than 300 persons heard Sen. Clai-
borne Pell, Rhode Island's senior Senator,
give the dedicatory address.

Sen. Pell praised EPA’s research and devel-
opment work in preserving the natural re-
sources of the biosphere. It is particularly
appropriate, he said, that the Agency’s major
laboratory concerned with marine ecology
should be located on Narragansett Bay, in the
*Ocean State.”” Oceans and estuaries consti-
tute a vita] part of the environment that must
be protected to sustain human life.

Pell said he hoped that some kind of inter-
national environmental impact study would
soon be required before any single nation
takes an action that can affect the quality of
ocean waters and their plant and animal life.

Rhode Island's junior Senator and former
Governor, John A. Chaffee, also spoke, as did
Dr. Wilson K. Talley, former EPA Assistant
Administrator for Research and Development,
and Dr. Clarence M. Tarzwell, director of the
laboratory until he retired five years ago.

Dr. Tarzwell recalled the founding of the
laboratory under the Federal Water Quality
Administration, an EPA predecessor agency,
12 years ago in rented quarters at the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island, West Kingston. *‘We
were nine miles from the bay,”” Tarzwell said,
**and had to carry the seawater for our exper-
iments in and out in tank trucks.”

The laboratory was moved to its shore
location in 1973, and seawater is now piped
to its testing tanks. The new addition more
than doubles the space available for research
work, and many new facilities and improve-
ments have been added. Total cost of the

{Trumbull is a staff writer for EPA Jour nal)
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expansion was $4 million, and the total new
floor space for wet labs, dry labs, offices,
and support facilities is 51,000 square feet.
About 85 scientists and other professionals
work there, as well as a support staff of 45
persons. Dr. Eric D. Schneider has been Di-
rector of this laboratory since 1972. Dr. Frank
G. Lowman is Deputy Director.

In concluding remarks, Dr. Schneider
praised the people of Rhode Island for their
support of EPA’'s marine work and their con-
fidence in the ultimate success of protecting
ocean life and resources. The new laboratory
with its fine equipment will help a great deal,
he said, but *‘the collective energy and enthu-
siasm’’ of its staff **is still the greatest resource
we have at the Narragansett Laboratory.™

A symposium on ‘‘The State of Marine
Environmental Research™ was held at the
laboratory with 29 technical papers presented
by scientists from EPA, research institutions,
and ten universities ranging as far as Hawaii
and Miami. These papers will be published.
Keynote speaker for the symposium was the
famed ecologist, Dr. Eugene Odum, of the
University of Georgia, who said the three
E's, ‘‘environment, energy, and employment
are synergistic,” that is, they work together
and reinforce each other.

he laboratory specializes in research
needed to find ways to restore and pro-
tect the quality of coastal and marine water
and to maintain healthful and productive hab-
itats for ocean life. Its principal divisions
include:
* Bioassay. methods-—development of test
systems to determine the effects of pollutants
on marine life.
* Ecosystems analysis—simulating ocean en-
vironments in the lab to learn how natural
populations of plants and animals live and
react to environmental changes.
* QOils-—a special research effort on the effects
of petroleum products in seawater.
* Response parameters—are there early indi-
cators, short of death, of a pollutant’s pres-
ence: changes in behavior, motility, feeding?
* Marine culture—how to grow fish and other
marine animals from eggs and larvae and rear
them successfully for use in laboratory re-
search.
The laboratory at Narragansett is part of
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what Sen. Pell called a "‘golden triangle” of
marine science on the Bay. Just south of the .
EPA lab is the Bay Campus of the University

of Rhode Island, with its own marine lab,

pier, research vessels, and Graduate School

of Oceanography. Across the road to the west

is a research station of the National Marine

Fisheries Service of the Commerce Depart-

ment's National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration.

There is a good deal of formal and informal
information exchange among the three com-
ponents of the triangle, according to Dr.
Schneider. Scientists in each component are
stimulated by the presence of the other two,
and 38 university students are doing research
for their degrees under EPA scientists.

The week-long celebration of the new EPA
laboratory began on Sunday, June 12, with an
open house for all construction workers who
had built the laboratory. All employees of the
Cumberland Construction Co., associated
contractors, and their families, were invited
to visit the lab and bring their lunches. Picnic
tables, chowder, beer and soft drinks were
provided. About 300 persons attended, toured
the facilities and witnessed the exhibits of the
laboratory's work.

From Monday through Thursday that week
four 90-minute lab tours per day were con-
ducted for invited groups of students, senior
citizens' clubs, environmental and public in-
terest groups from all over the State.

A 60-foot tent on the grounds (occupying a
flat clay court usually used for noon-time
volley ball games) housed exhibits by a dozen
public and private organizations concerned
with fisheries, marine resources, and ocean-
ography.

The 110-foot barkentine Barba Negra
(Black Beard) sailed from New London,
Conn., to moor at the University pier for the
week, was open to visitors. Now ownedby the
environmental group SOS (for Save Our
Seas), the 81-yearold vessel was once a whale
chaser. Its harpoon cannon are still in place,
but its owners now work to preserve the
whales.

Each day at noon there was a live concert
of folk music, country music, barbershop
singing, chamber music, or hard rock. Friday
night there was a dedication concert by a
jazz group, Roomful of Blues, and a mime
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AROUND
THE
NATION

BOSTON

teacher training

Forty teachers of auto mechanics in Massa-
chusetts vocational high schools are receiving
special training in the repair and maintenance
of emission control equipment. Region I offi-
cials are cooperating in the program, which is
funded by a $5,000 grant from the U.S. Office
of Education. Objective is to create a pool of
qualified instructors for the next school year,
who would be available to support a state-
wide inspection and maintenance program.

environmental poll

New England residents rate water pollution
control as the most important environmental
problem, according to Region I's second an-
nual opinion poll, published in the Regional
newsletter and distributed at several confer-
ences. Second priority was given to drinking
water safety and third to the control of toxic
substances. Land use controls and noise
abatement were the areas of least concern
among the ten items on the questionnaire.

pulp mill fined

The Scott Paper Co. recently paid $52,000 in
penalties for violating sulfur dioxide regula-
tions in April and May at its pulp mill at
Winslow, Maine. The consent decree stipulat-
ed July 1 as the absolute deadline for halting
production at Winslow and opening a new,
less polluting plant at Somerset, the construc-
tion of which has been delayed.

NEW YORK

jersey takes over
Region I1 has delegated authority to the State
of New Jersey to enforce air emission stand-
ards for new stationary sources and for haz-
ardous air pollutants. Some aspects of asbes-
tos and vinyl chloride enforcement are being
retained by the Regional Office.

red hook plant

Region I has awarded New York City $50.3
million in third-phase construction funds for
the big Red Hook sewage treatment plant in
Brooklyn. Work on this phase will start in
October and be completed in three years.
Total cost of the Red Hook project

will be about $500 million.

It must be finished by December 1984.

(

PHILADELPHIA

vw air accord

Region 11l and Pennsylvania officials have
agreed on specifications for allowing con-
struction of a Volkswagen assembly plant at
New Stanton, near Pittsburgh. The proposed
plant, expected to employ about 5,000 per-
sons, will emit hydrocarbons from paint spray-
ing, and these emissions must be offset by
reductions elsewhere in the area. The State
agreed to switch to low-polluting asphalt for
road repairs, reducing hydrocarbon emissions
about 1,025 tons per year. The auto painting
operation will be allowed only 900 tons per
year of hydrocarbon emissions.

fine

An EPA administrative law judge has recom-
mended that Philadelphia pay a civil penalty
of $225,000 for violating its interim ocean
dumping permit. If upheld on appeal, it will
be the largest penalty ever assessed under the
Ocean Dumping Act. EPA charges the city
with 32 violations, including failure to develop
an on-land disposal system for sewage sludge
and failure to inform EPA of its delinquency.
The judge supported EPA’s reporting proce-
dures as reasonable and necessary for carry-
ing out the law.
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ATLANTA

detective work

Investigations by Region 1V enforcement of-
ficers and scientists were commended by
Stanley Czarnecki, FBI Special Agent, in
helping solve the case of the poisoned sewage
plant in Louisville, Ky. EPA people identified
the toxic chemicals that appeared in the plant
in late March, sickening a number of workers
with toxic fumes and putting the plant out of
operation for two months. EPA also helped
trace the chemicals'to their suspected source,
Kentucky Liquid Recycling Inc. Two officers
of the company and one employee are sched-
uled to go on trial Oct. 24 on charges of
violating the Water Pollution Control Act.
Conviction can bring a year in prison and a
$25,000 fine.

\
CHICAGO

detroit sued :

At the request of EPA Region V officials, the
Justice Department has started legal action
against the City of Detroit for polluting Lake
Erie with effluent from its sewage treatment
plant. Regional Administrator George R.
Alexander said Detroit is producing exces-
sive amounts of phosphorus—40 percent of
all phosphorus input to the lake—and contrib-
uting to the Nation's inability to meet its
agreement with Canada on the cleanup of the
Great Lakes. The city has passed its dis-
charge permit deadline to give all its sewage
secondary treatment by July 1. In the last
two years it has violated monthly discharge
limits 182 times and daily monitoring require-
ments 648 times.

€ne survey

An extensive survey of phosphorus pollution
in Lake Erie began in May when scientists
from Ohio State University sailed from Cleve-
land in EPA’s research vessel Hydra I1. The
65-foot ship has been on loan to the Univer-
sity for four years. It will make eight cruises
this year to sample the phosphorus content in
all parts of the lake, with particular attention
to the area near Sandusky and Lorain, Ohio,
where the lake is shallow and warm and
close by Detroit’s pollution. Last year's sur-
veys found the lake water quality *‘not getting
better, but not getting worse either.”’
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DALLAS

offset troubles

Region Vi officials have been actively carry-
ing out EPA’s “*offset policy’* which allows
new industrial plants that will pollute the air
to be built only when counter-balancing reduc-
tions are made in air pollution elsewhere in
the area.

Legal action was started against the Corpus
Christi Petrochemical Co, in Corpus Christi,
to halt construction of an ethylene plant. EPA
alleges that the company cannot demonstrate
that its emissions would not increase pollu-
tion in an area that already exceeds the am-
bient air standards. The construction permit
issued by the Texas Air Control Board is
invalid, EPA says, since it violates the State's
implementation plans.

Similar notices of violation have been served
on Arco/Polymers, Inc., Port Arthur; Mon-
santo Co., Alvin; and Daubert Chemical Co.,
McKinney. The offset policy was tested suc-
cessfully in Region VI earlier this year in
Oklahoma City, Okla., when EPA officials
obtained agreements from several area firms
to reduce their emissions to offset those of a
new General Motors auto assembly plant.

dumping hearing

A public hearing will be held in New Orleans
July 26 on the Ethyl Corporation's request for
a three-year permit to dump sodium-calcium
sludge in the Gulf of Mexico 50 miles south
of the Mississippi River’s Southwest Pass.
Industrial waste dumping in the Gulf has
been reduced more than 90 percent in the
past two years. Toxic waste dumping has
-been halted entirely, and the disposal of non-
toxic sodium-caicium and biological sludges
is expected to end in the next few years.

KANSAS CITY

environment day

Kansas City celebrated World Environment
Day June 5 with flags, jazz bands, river boats,
and a large blue and white tent filled with
educational exhibits.

Seventeen groups ranging from the Audubon
Society to the Zoo sponsored booths and
displays. EPA's Region V11 Office demon-
strated emergency response operationsand -
offered free literature, posters, and litter bags.
Two bands provided music for the strollers,
picknickers, and frisbee throwers in the river
side park. Girl Scouts did their good turn by
picking up litter and leaving the park clean.

mighty mo

An hourlong documentary, **The Mighty Mis-
souri,” had its premiere telecast May 17 over
Station KCPT, Kansas City. Funded by Re-
gion VII, the film covered the 2,500-mile
river through nine States, illustrating the en-
vironmental issues affecting the river, its tri-
butaries, and the Great Plains area it drains.
The program has been made available to
stations and regional networks of the Public
Broadcasting Service.

/
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DENVER

salt lake forum

Deputy Administrator Barbara Blum
presided at EPA's third Environmental
Forum in Salt Lake City, Utah, July 19.

She had breakfast with community

leaders and meetings with Utah Gover-

nor Scott Matheson, Salt Lake City Mayor
Ted Wilson, and officials of the Utah Health
Department,

coloradoi & m

The Colorado legislature passed a law requir-
ing inspection and maintenance of auto emis-
sion control systems just before ending its
session the first week in June. All 1977 and
later model automobiles registered in nine
Colorado counties will have to be inspected
annually, starting in 1980. The cost will be
$5.20 per car. Many environmental groups
are recommending an amendment to include
1975 and 1976 models. The nine counties are
those of the **front range,’* covering metro-
politan Denver and a widening area to the
east, where Colorado’s air pollution is most
severe.

SAN FRANCISCO

sewage to land

Region IX has approved a $1.35-million grant
to Brawley, Calif., for a land disposal system
forits sewage. The city of about 15,000 in the
Imperial Valley, 90 miles east of San Diego,
will buy farm land and irrigate it yearround
with wastewater from a plant that gives the
sewage only primary treatment (gravity set-
tling of solids). This wastewater is now dis-
charged into the New River in violation of
the Regional Water Quality Control Board's
standards. The city will not have to build a
secondary treatment plant, and the value of
the crops—sugar beets, wheat, and cotton, in
rotation—will help defray operating costs.
**In a time of severe drought,”" said Sheila
Prindiville, who heads the Region's Water
Division, *‘any program that fosters water
reuse is valuable.” The Brawley system, she

. said, would save money and break new -

ground in the Nation's approach to wastewa-
ter discharges.

SEATTLE

noi1sy pumps

Many Northwest homeowners, installing
heat pumps to save energy, find themselves in
another environmental bind: too much noise.
The reversible energy exchangers that cool a
house in summer and warm it in winter—
often at a net saving of fuel—can produce
more than 70 decibels of sound. State and
local noise ordinances generally limit night-
time noise in residential areas to 45 decibels.
In Seattle EPA regional officials have re-
ceived dozens of heat pump noise complaints
in the last year, and they have no jurisdiction.
Seattle city officials received five complaints
in a recent week. The solution may lie with
manufacturers building quieter products, ac-
cording to Debbie Yamamoto, who heads the
Region X noise control program. An EPA
study of home equipment noise and its effects
is under way, she said. The results will help
determine if EPA will recommend noise
rating labels for such equipment. or noise
emission standards. or both.





















UPDATE

A listing of recent Agency publi-
cations, and other items of use to
people interested in the environ-
ment.

GENERAL PUBLICA-
TIONS

Single copies available from the
Printing-Public Information Center
(PM-~215), USEPA, Washington, D.C.
20460. (202-755-0890)

Air Pollution Literature (June 1977) -
This 8-panel leaflet explains what air
pollution literature search services
are available from EPA, to whom,
and at what cost. It also lists sources
for computerized literature searches
and places to write for copies of arti-
cles and publications.

Clean Water and the Cane Sugar
Industry (July 1977) Another in the
water effluent guidelines series. This
16-page booklet examines what ef-
fect compliance with the Federal
Water Pollution Control law will
have on the cane sugar industry.

Films From EPA (Revised May 1977)
An updated listing of films provided
by the Agency, some on a free-loan
basis, others for rent. The 12-page
booklet gives several sources for
films about the environment and tells
how some can be purchased.

Fun With the Environment(Reprini-
ed May 1977) A booklet that stimu-
lates the interest of grade schoot chil-

dren in ecology and the environment.

The 16-page booklet encourages
young pecple and their teachers to
get involved in the President’'s Envi-
ronmental Youth Awards Program.

Preparing for a New Coal Age (July
1977) A reprint of articles that ap-
peared in the June issue of EPA Jour-
nal about the Nation's switch to coal
in anticipation of the growing scare-
ity of oil. The stories look at the his-
tory of coal, new developments in
cleaning the pollutants out of coal,
reclamation of stripmined lands, and
include an interview with Stephen J.
Gage, Deputy Assistant Administra-
tor for Energy, Minerals, and Indus-

try.

Suspended and Cancelled Pesti-
cides List (June 1977) This 16-page
booklet alphabetically lists Agency
actions on pesticides that have been

suspended, cancelled, or otherwise
restricted. It will serve as a handy
reference for people involved in pes-
ticide regulatory work.

Where Do We Go From Here? (July
1977} A 10-page leaflet to inform
elected officials about the water qual-
ity management program. It discuss-
es the significance of Section 208
planning to communities and local
decision-makers.

FEDERAL REGISTER NO-
TICES

Copies of Federal Register notices
are available at a cost of $.20 per
page. Write Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, National Archives and Records
Service, Washingten, D.C. 20408.

Solid Waste Management EPA is-
sues interim guidelines to assist State
and local governments in identifying
and aiding problem regions; effective
5-15-77. May 18, pp.24925-330.

Pesticide Products Containing Pron-
amide EPA issues notice of rebutta-
ble presumption against registration
and continued registration. May 20,
pp.25906-911.

New Motor Vehicle Certification
EPA issues notice of intent to amend
regulations for light-duty vehicles
and trucks. May 31, p.27669.

- Pesticide Products EPA determines

rebuttable presumption against reg-
istration of products containing dial-
late. May 31, p.27669-674.

Textile Industry Point Source Cate-
gory EPA adopts final pretreatment
standards for existing sources in sev-
en subcategories; effective 6-30-77.
May 26, pp.26979-984.

Registration of Pesticide Products
EPA publishes national list of priority
needs for minor use. May 27,
pp.27473-505.

New Motor Vehicles and Engines
EPA adopts emission defect reporting:
regulations; effective 7-5-77. June 2,
Pp.28130-131.
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Vinyl Chloride EPA clarifies and cor-
rects-emission standard; effective 6-
7-77. June 7, pp.29005-29009.

New Motor Vehicles and Motor Vehi-
cle Engines EPA announces results
of Federal certification tests for 1977
Mode! Year to determine conformity
with air pollution control standards.
June 8, pp.29439-469.

Clean Air Act EPA identifies benzene
as hazardous air pollutant; effective
6-8-77. June 8, pp.20332-333.

Water Pollution EPA allocates $1 bil-
lion to States for carrying out the re-
quirements of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act; effective 6-3-77.
June 9, pp.29481-482.

COMING EVENTS

More information about these events
and EPA participation in them is
available from Walt Johnson (202)
426-8703.

EPA Seminars on the Expanding
Role of the Consulting Engineer in
Wastewater Treatment Plant Opera-
tions, Chicago, August 23-24; New
York, September 13-14.

MOVIES

This film is available on a free loan
basis from the EPA Office of Public
Atlairs, Region VI, Room 279, 1735
Baltimore Avenue, Kansas City, MO.
64108. (816) 374-5894:

A Matter of Understanding This 28-
minute color film is about the coyote,
the most numerous large wild canine
predator in North America. The mov-
ie looks at how the coyote has pitted
cunning, intelligence, and endur-
ance against guns, traps, and poi-
sons to adapt and survive.

Correction

Because of a typographical error the word
*“tanneries’’ was printed as ‘‘canneries’’ in
the June 1977 issue of EPA Journal in a
listing of industries discharging heavy metals
into waterways. Canneries are not a signifi-
cant discharger of heavy metals.










